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In the early years of the century houses were being
founded almost at the rate of one a year, though in rhythmic
periods of expansion and of brief respite. By 1808
Mother Barat governed six convents, at Amiens, Grenoble,
Poitiers, Ghent, Cuignieres (afterwards transferred to
Beauvais), Niort. In the next seven years came trouble
caused at Amiens by M. de St. Esteve and Madame Baude-
mont. Then followed a period of consolidation when the
constitutions were drawn up, and Mother Barat was elected
Superior General, to her lasting grief. No new foundations
were made, and one, Ghent, was lost to the Society by
reason of political differences between France and Belgium.
After these years the movement of expansion is again
visible. The studies of the Order are more firmly
organised; the mle receives solemn approbation from
Rome; the school in Paris, at the Rue de Varenne, begins,
under Mother Eugenie de Gramont, a long and fruitful
history.1 In 1817 the first colony of nuns had gone out
to America,2 while at the same time houses were opened
at Quimper, Chambery, La Ferrandiere, Bordeaux.3 In 1823
the Society crossed the Alps and settled at Turin, acquiring
five years later the beautiful old abbey of the Triniti
dei Monti in Rome. Further establishments in Italy, in
Switzerland, in Belgium (at Jette-St-Pierre), at Conflans
(outside Paris), Tours, Nantes, Toulouse, Kientsheim, and
Laval, at Nancy and Montpellier, were made before 1842,
when foundations began in the British Isles with Roscrea
(Ireland) and Berrymead, afterwards transferred to Roe-
hampton. Farther afield were the new houses of Algiers,
Lemberg, Padua, Sarria (in Spain), and Blumenthal (in
1 See Journal de la maison de Paris.
* La Vtn. Mire Philippine Dtvhesne, Mgr, Baunard; also HotterPhilippineDucksite,
M. Erskine.
3 Wherever possible, an elementary school was attached to each Convent foonded*